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Points to consider for providing expert witness
testimony for the specialty of medical genetics: A
statement of the American College of Medical
Genetics and Genomics (ACMG)
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Disclaimer: This statement is designed primarily as an educational resource for medical geneticists and other clinicians to help them provide quality

medical services. Adherence to this statement is completely voluntary and does not necessarily assure a successful medical outcome. This statement
should not be considered inclusive of all proper procedures and tests or exclusive of other procedures and tests that are reasonably directed to
obtaining the same results. In determining the propriety of any specific procedure or test, clinicians should apply their own professional judgment to
the specific clinical circumstances presented by the individual patient or specimen.
Clinicians are encouraged to document the reasons for the use of a particular procedure or test, whether or not it is in conformance with this statement.
Clinicians also are advised to take notice of the date this statement was adopted, and to consider other medical and scientific information that becomes
available after that date. It also would be prudent to consider whether intellectual property interests may restrict the performance of certain tests and other
procedures. Where individual authors are listed, the views expressed may not reflect those of authors’ employers or affiliated institutions.
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mining, AI training, and similar technologies.
child abuse, or molecular-based forensics. Further, there is
an increasing need for not only expert “opinion” testimony
of our field has become further delineated in accordance
Background

Both civil and criminal proceedings may require the expert
testimony of a medical or laboratory genetics professional.
Examples of such proceedings include (but are not limited
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cuments@acmg.net
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to) medical malpractice, worker compensation, insurance,

in criminal and civil cases but potentially also expert “fact”
testimony to explain complex concepts to lay persons
involved in legal proceedings that involve genetic condi-
tions or genomic testing.

Guidelines for expert witness testimony provided by in-
dividuals in the field of medical genetics were established by
the American College of Medical Genetics and Genomics
(ACMG) in 2000.1 Since then, the role of the medical
geneticist, compared with other genetics or health care
professionals, has been more clearly defined, and the scope

with evolving roles and subspecializations.2 The ACMG
remains unique among other medical specialty organizations
in that individual fellows may have different credentials (eg,
MD or DO physicians, PhD Medical Geneticists, or labo-
ratory geneticists), which will distinguish individual quali-
fications for providing opinion or fact expertise within a
nomics approved this statement on 24 June 2024.
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judicial proceeding. Further, there are other ACMG mem-
bers that may also be called to participate as an expert
witness, including associate members who are certified in
genetic counseling (or eligible via the American Board of
Genetic Counseling or an equivalent), affiliate members
who possess a doctoral degree and have an active interest in
medical genetics but it is not their primary specialty, and
finally, those who may not possess a doctoral degree but are
licensed and credentialed by other professional boards and
societies (eg, nurse practitioners and physician assistants).

Several other medical specialties have recently updated
guidelines for participating as an expert witness including
qualifications, standards of testimony, and ethical prac-
tices,3-6 some being quite detailed.7,8 Based on the evolution
of the practice of medical genetics, the ACMG suggests the
following qualifications and ethical guidelines for partici-
pation as an expert witness in legal proceedings. All ACMG
Fellows and members are encouraged to reference these
guidelines in their professional practice.

Qualifications
1. The physician expert witness should have a current

and unrestricted medical license (except for those who
are retired from clinical practice); and subject to the
specific requirements of an individual state or territory,
a state, or territorial license may be required.

2. A Fellow (MD, DO, and PhD) who is an expert wit-
ness in the field of medical genetics should be certified
by the American Board of Medical Genetics and Ge-
nomics and enrolled in the Continuing Certification
Program (formerly the Maintenance of Certification
Program). For those diplomates with a lifetime cer-
tificate, enrollment in Continuing Certification is
strongly encouraged.

3. The expert witness should limit testimony to cases in
which they have relevant knowledge and expertise,
reflecting their specific credentials, certification, and
role within their scope of practice, as outlined by
ACMG in 2015.2

4. Commensurate with the qualifications for MD, DO,
and PhD expert witnesses, other genetics professionals
should be certified by their respective boards, meet
continuing educational requirements to maintain cer-
tification, hold a current and unrestricted license (when
applicable) for the state or territory in which they
practice, and demonstrate sufficient training and
experience in the area at issue.

5. The ACMG encourages broad participation by ge-
netics professionals in the expert witness process,
including participation by qualified part-time or retired
medical geneticists. However, the ACMG discourages
participation as an expert witness as the sole or pri-
mary professional activity of medical geneticists.

Ethical guidelines for legal proceedings
1. The expert witness will conduct a thorough and

impartial review of relevant case documents and
render an opinion or testimony only in cases in which
they have relevant knowledge and experience.

2. The expert witness will provide complete and impar-
tial testimony and state whether their opinions are
based on personal experience, scientific evidence,
evidence-based guidelines, and/or generally accepted
standards of practice.

3. The expert witness will be open to reviewing cases and
offering opinion or testimony for either plaintiff or
defendant in civil cases and either for prosecution or
defense in criminal cases.

4. The expert witness will respect the privacy and
confidentiality of the documents and proceedings
regardless of whether expert witness testimony is
provided in a given case.

Standards of care of medical practice
1. It is recognized that the body of knowledge and

technology evolves rapidly in the field of medical
genetics; yet, the expert witness must be familiar with
the relevant standard of care or practice at the time and
place of the event(s) leading to the litigation. Those
unfamiliar with the standard of care at the given time
or place would not meet qualifications for providing
relevant opinions and/or testimony.

2. The expert witness will evaluate the care provided in
the context of generally accepted standards of practice
at the time and place of the event(s) leading to the
litigation.

3. The expert witness will use their best effort and
knowledge to determine how adherence or non-
adherence to standards of practice affected outcomes.

Ethical business practices
1. The medical geneticist will not advertise or solicit

employment as an expert witness.
2. The expert witness will not misrepresent their creden-

tials, certification, training, experience, or qualifications.
3. The expert witness may accept compensation that is

commensurate with their expertise, time and effort
required to review case materials and provide testimony.

4. The expert witness will not accept compensation based
on the outcome of the litigation.

5. The expert witness employed by an organization
should be familiar with any relevant institutional pol-
icies or procedures related to time spent, billing,
reimbursement, and compensation related to partici-
pation in this endeavor.

6. The expert witness should contact their professional
liability or malpractice insurance carrier to determine
if additional coverage may be needed.

These guidelines support the significant role that med-
ical geneticists play in health care and society and the
needs of our judicial process for this expertise. It is critical
that the expert witness for the specialty of medical ge-
netics meet relevant qualifications and provide scientifi-
cally valid, objective, and unbiased testimony. The ACMG
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encourages participation of its members in this important
duty.
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